
In English
The Norwegian Directorate for Education and Training is the executive

agency for the Ministry of Education and Research. We are responsible

for kindergartens, as well as primary and secondary education.
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Our responsibilities

The Directorate has the overall responsibility for supervising kindergarten, education and the governance

of the education sector, as well as the implementation of Acts of Parliament and regulations. 

The Directorate is responsible for all national statistics concerning kindergarten, primary and secondary

education. On the basis of these statistics it initiates, develops and monitors research and development.

The objective of the Directorate is to ensure that all children, pupils and apprentices receive the high

quality education they are entitled to.

Facts about Norwegian education

In our publication The Norwegian Education Mirror 2022 you will find statistics and analysis

about kindergartens, primary and secondary education in Norway. The publication tracks

the pupils' entire educational trajectory from kindergarten to upper secondary education or

training.

You can also find facts about the state of education in Norway in Education at a Glance

2022, OECD.
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https://www.udir.no/in-english/the-education-mirror-2022/
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/education/education-at-a-glance-2022_3197152b-en;jsessionid=2rFW9b5HJPyn0R-M04sH-H3OA4XIXqu5fdqzMipH.ip-10-240-5-126


Dictionary

Contact

The Norwegian education system

We have developed a Norwegian-English/English-Norwegian Dictionary for the Primary and Secondary

Education Sector.

Mailing address:

The Norwegian Directorate for Education and Training

P.O. Box. 9359 Grønland

N-0135 OSLO NORWAY

E-mail: post@udir.no

Phone: + 47 23 30 12 00

Fax: + 47 23 30 12 99

For more information about the Norwegian system of kindergarten and education, visit the website of

The Ministry of Education and Research.

Information for newly arrived parents and guardians: The
education system in Norway

Information in several languages. 
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https://www.udir.no/verktoy/ordbok/
mailto:post@udir.no
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dep/kd/id586/
https://www.udir.no/laring-og-trivsel/minoritetsspraklige-og-nyankomne/minoritetsspraklige/informasjon-til-nyankomne/information-for-newly-arrived/
https://www.udir.no/in-english/assessment-and-recognition-of-foreign-vocational-education-and-training/


Curricula and framework plans

Assessment and recognition of foreign vocational education and
training

The Norwegian Directorate for Higher Education and Skills assesses the scope,
level and vocational content of foreign vocational education and training in
comparison to a Norwegian trade or journeyman's certificate.

Norwegian vocational education and training (VET)

VET is part of the formal upper secondary education system in Norway. From the
school year 2020–21, upper secondary VET in Norway covers 10 education
programmes that lead to more than 180 different trade or journeyman’s
certificates. 

Certificates and grading scales

Here you will find information about the different types of certificates, the
Norwegian grading scale and validity.

Curriculum for Primary, Lower Secondary and Upper Secondary
Education

The Curriculum for Primary, Lower Secondary and Upper Secondary Education
comprises two parts: the Core Curriculum and subject curricula for each subject.
New subject curricula were in place from August 2020.
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https://www.udir.no/in-english/assessment-and-recognition-of-foreign-vocational-education-and-training/
https://www.udir.no/in-english/norwegian-vocational-education-and-training/
https://www.udir.no/in-english/certificates-and-grading-scales/
https://www.udir.no/in-english/curricula-in-english/
https://www.udir.no/link/5416f6bb436942d18e2f433bbde6a13f.aspx


Quality and well-being

Framework Plan for Kindergartens

Framework Plan for the content and tasks of kindergartens entered into force on
1 August 2017.

Framework Plan for SFO

This framework plan applies to the work in out-of-school-hours care (SFO). SFO
must facilitate play, cultural and leisure activities based on the age, functional
level and interests of the children, and provide the children with care and
supervision.

Framework for Basic Skills

This Framework is a tool for subject curricula groups appointed by the
Norwegian Directorate for Education and Training to develop and revise National
Subject Curricula.

Quality in Norwegian Early Childhood and Care, Schools and
Vocational Education and training

Guide for parents: if your child does not thrive at school
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https://www.udir.no/link/5416f6bb436942d18e2f433bbde6a13f.aspx
https://www.udir.no/link/dade321f6c674d828b012923e1b7d4b0.aspx
https://www.udir.no/in-english/Framework-for-Basic-Skills/
https://www.udir.no/in-english/Quality-in-ECEC-Schools-and-Vocationa-Education-and-training/
https://www.udir.no/laring-og-trivsel/mobbing/guide-til-skoleforeldre-med-barn-som-ikke-har-det-bra-pa-skolen/guide-for-parents-if-your-child-does-not-thrive-at-school/


Publications in English on various subjects

The sites presenting the reports may be in Norwegian, but the downloadable report is in
English. Click "Last ned rapporten" to access the PDF, unless otherwise directed.

The Education Mirror

Professional Digital Competence Framework for Teachers

Observations on the national assessment for learning programme

The exam in primary and lower secondary education

The Nordic approach to introducing computational thinking and
programming in compulsory education

Background report, Norway : What works in innovation in education -
Improving education for adults with basic skills needs through formative
assessment

Evaluation of programmes for the prevention of behavioural problem and
for the development of social competence

OECD Reviews of Evaluation and Assessment in Education : Norway

Norwegian education system (Eurydice)

Teachers and trainers changing world Norway 2022

Vocational education and training in Europe: Norway 2018
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https://www.udir.no/tall-og-forskning/publikasjoner/utdanningsspeilet/
https://www.udir.no/in-english/professional-digital-competence-framework-for-teachers/
https://www.udir.no/contentassets/0b8163f632bd48ea9552ae3693513654/the-norwegian-assessment-for-learning-programme_final-report-2018.pdf
https://www.udir.no/tall-og-forskning/finn-forskning/rapporter/the-exam-in-primary-and-lower-secondary-education/
https://www.udir.no/tall-og-forskning/finn-forskning/rapporter/algoritme-basert-tenkning-og-programmering-i-nordiske-skoler/
https://www.udir.no/tall-og-forskning/finn-forskning/rapporter/Voksne-i-grunnopplaringen-2006/
https://www.udir.no/tall-og-forskning/finn-forskning/rapporter/Prevention-of-behavioral-problems/
https://www.udir.no/tall-og-forskning/finn-forskning/rapporter/Tre-rad-til-norsk-skole-OECD-rapport/
https://eurydice.eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-education-systems/norway/overview
https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/country-reports/teachers-and-trainers-in-a-changing-world
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/country-reports/vocational-education-and-training-europe-norway-2018&data=05%7C01%7Cerlend.sorensen@udir.no%7C58ba9cc6fe1a495d9a6508db34f84f85%7C8cd185d33aa64594833da058dabb5b6d%7C0%7C0%7C638162013311189320%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0=%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xj/TtLSbzr0JLT79npx1n9J6b8AXrs9QlDsK96JuzPY=&reserved=0
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